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The Second Coming of Christ. 


Shakers, Swedenborgians, and Millerites! you 
have, each, a different doctrine about the Second 
Coming of our Lord. Probably you are all equally 
honest, but you cannot all be right. If Christ came 
the second time in Ann Lee, he did not come in 
Emanuel Swedenborg. If he came ineither, he is 
not on the point of coming again. Some of you cer- 
tainly have made a great mistake. Go back then 
with us, one and all of you, to where you started, 
and Jet us look over the whole ground again. You 
all started from the common doctrine of Christendom, 
Protestant and Catholic ; which is, that the Lord's 
Coming is yet future, and no definite time is set 
for it. Perhaps this is the great wholesale mistake 
which you have each innocently bought into, and 
which has cheated you into your separate and mu- 
tually refuting speculations, Let us put this old 
doctrine to a new trial. Let us go back of even the 
universal tradition and public opinion of Christen- 
dom, to the word of God. 

Friends of the Bible, Catholic and Protestant, 
Orthodox and Liberals! do you wish to make an end 
of the swarms of heresies and fanaticisms that go 
forth from your hives, every generation, with new 
Second Advent theories ? Humble yourselves enough 
to suspect that you have, in the very sanctuary of 
all your creeds, a false doctrine about the Second 
Coming, which breeds these nuisances. Let us all 
go back together to the records of the Primitive 
church, and see if we cannot find rest to our souls, 
and reconciliation with each other, in a fresh accep- 
tance of the testimony of Christ, of Paul, and of the 
earliest believers, concerning the Second Advent. 

The best way to do this, is for every one to read 
the New Testament straight through—two or three 
times if possible, or even ten times, (as we once did,) 
with the eye on the point of the time of the Second 
Coming, and with the heart in a free and teachable 
state. To those who cannot spend time to do this, 
or who need help in directing their attention, we 
offer the following selection from the New Testa- 
ment, which comprises all the testimony directly 
bearing on the point proposed : 

Marruew 10: 23.—When they persecute 
you in this city, flee ye into another: for 
verily [say unto you, ye shall not have gone 
over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be 
come. Ch. 16: 27, 28.—For the Son of man 
shall come in the glory of his Father, with his 
angels; and then he shall reward every man 
according to his works. Verily [ say unto you, 
There be some standing here, which shall not 
taste of death, till they see the Son of man 
coming in his kingdom. Ch 24: 29—35,.— 
Immediately after the tribulation of those days, 
shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall 
not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be 
shaken: and then shall appear the sign of the 
Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the 
tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see 
the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory. And he shall 
send his angels with a great sound of a trum- 
pet, and they shall gather his elect from the 
four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other. Now learn a parable of the fig tree: 
When his branch is yet tender, and .putteth 
forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: 
so likewise ye, when ye shall see ail these 
things, know that it is near, even at the doors. 
Verily I say unto you, this generation shall not 
pass, till all these things be fulfilled. Heaven 
and earth shall pass away, but my words shail 
hot pass away. 

Mark 9: 1.—He said unto them, Verily 
I say unto you, That there be some of them 
that stand here, which shall not taste of death, 
till they have seen the kingdom ef God come 


Verily I say unto you, that this generation 
shall not pass, till all these things be done. 
Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my 
words shall not pass away. 

Luxe 9: 26, 27.—Whosoever shall be 
ashamed of me, and of my words, of him shall 
the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall 
come in his own glory, and in his Father’s, and 
of the holy angels. But I tell you of a truth, 
there be some standing here which shall not 
taste of death till they see the kingdom of God. 
Ch. 17: 20-—-25,—-And when he was demanded 
of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God 
should come, he answered them and said, The 
kingdom of God cometh not with [outward show: } 
Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, Lo there! 
for behold, the kingdom of God is within you. 
And he said unto the disciples, The days will 
come, when ye shall desire to see one of the 
days of the Son of man, and ye shall not see it. 
And they shall say to you, See here! or, See 
there! go not after them, nor follow them. 
For as the lightning that lighteneth out of the 
one part under heaven, shineth unto the other 
part under heaven; so shall also the Son of 
man be in his day. But first must he suffer 
many things, and be rejected of this generation. 
Ch. 21: 20—33.—And when ye shall see Je- 
rusalem compassed with armies, then know 
that the desolation thereof is nigh. Then let 
them which are in Judea flee to the mountains ; 
and let them which are in the midst of it de- 
part out; and let not them which are in the 
countries enter thereinto. For these be the 
cays of vengeance, that all things which are 
written may be fulfilled. But wo unto them 
that are with child, and to them that give suck 
in those days! for there shall be great distress 
in the land, and wrath upon this people. And 
they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and 
shall be led away captive into all nations: and 
Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gen- 
tiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 
And there shall be signs in the sun, and the 
moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth 
distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea 
and the waves roaring; men’s hearts failing 
them for fear, and for looking after those 
things which are coming on the earth: for the 
powers of heaven shall be shaken. And then 
shall they see the Son of man coming ina 
cloud, with power and great glory. And when 
these things begin to come to pass, then look 
up, and lit up your heads: for your redemp- 
tion draweth nigh. And he spake to them a 
parable ; Behold the fig-tree, and all the trees ; 
when they now shoot forth, ye see and know 
of your own selves that summer is now nigh at 
hand. So likewise ye, when ye see these 
things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom 
of God is nigh at hand. Verily I say unto 
you, This generation shall not pass away, till 
all be fulfilled Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but my words shall not pass away. 

Joun 21: 20—22.—-Peter, turning about, 
seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved, following ; 
(which also leaned on his breast at supper, and 
said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee ?) 
Peter, seeing him, saith to Jesus, Lord, and 
what shall this man do? Jesus saith unto 
him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is 
that te thee ? Follow thou me. 

Romans 13: 11, 12.--And that, knowing 
the time, that now it is high time to awake out 
of sleep : for now is our salvation nearer than 
when we believed. The night is far spent, 
the dayisathand. Ch. 16: 20.—And the God 
of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet 
shortly. 

1 Cortnrutans 1: 7,8.—Ye come behind 
in no gift ; waiting for the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: who shall also confirm you unto 
the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Ch, 7: 29.—This I say 
brethren, the time is short: it remaineth, that 





both they that have wives be as though they had 





none. Ch. 10: 11.—All these things happened 
unto them for ensamples: and they are writ- 
ten for our admonition, upon whom the ends 
of the world are come. Ch.15:51,52.—We shall 
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump : for the trumpet shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed. 

Puitiprrans 1: 6.—Being confident of this 
very thing, that he which hath begun a good 
work in you will perform it until the day of 
Jesus Christ. Ch. 1: 10.—That ye may ap- 
prove things that are excellent ; that ye may be 
sincere and without offense till the day of Christ. 
Ch. 3: 20, 21.—Our conversation is in heaven ; 
from whence also we look for the Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ ; who shall change our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned like unto his 
glorious body, according to the working where- 
by he is able even to subdue all things unto 
himself. Ch. 4: 5.--Let your moderation be 
known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. 

1 TuessaLonrans 1:9, 10.—Ye turned to 
God from idols, to serve the living and true 
God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, 
which delivered us from the wrath to come.— 
Ch. 3: 12, 13.—The Lord make you to in- 
crease and abound in love toward one another, 
and toward all men, even as we do toward you : 
to the end he may establish your hearts un- 
blameable in holiness before God, even our 
Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
with all his saints. Ch. 4: 13-18.—I would 
not have you to be ignorant, brethren, con- 
cerning them which are asl-ep, that ye sorrow 
not, even as others which have no hope. For 
if we believe that Jesus died, and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will 
God bring with him. For this we say unto you 
by the word of the Lord, that we which are 
alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord, 
shall not prevent them which are asleep. For 
the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God; and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first ; then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.— 
Wherefore, comfort one another with these 
words. Ch. 5: 1-6.—But of the times and 
the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I 
write unto you. For yourselves know perfect- 
ly, that the day of the Lord so cometh asa 
thief in the night. For when they shall say, 
Peace and safety, then sudden destruction 
cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman 
with child; and they shall not escape. But 
ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day 
should overtake you as athief. Ye are all the 
children of light, and the children of the day : 
we are not of the night, nor of darkness.— 
Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but 
let us watch and besober. Ch. 5; 23.---I pray 
God your whole spirlt, and soul, and body, be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 ‘THessaLonians 2: 17.—We beseech you, 
brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, 
that ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be 
troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by 
letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is 
at hand. Let no man deceive you by any 
means: for that day shall uot come, except 
there come a falling away first, aud that man of 
sin be revealed, the son of perdition, .... . 
And now ye know what withholdeth that he 
might be revealed in his time. For the mys- 
tery of iniquity doth already work. [This was 
written iu A. D. 54; i. e., sixteen years be- 
fore the end of the Jewish world. It will be 
seen by the testimony of John, which we cite 
afterwards, that the apostasy and reveJation of 
Antichrist here spoken of as commencing, were 
fully manifested when he wrote.] Ch. 3: 5.— 


The Lord direct your hearts into the love of 


God, and into the patient waiting for Christ. 

Tirus 2; 11-13.—The grace of God that 
bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 
teaching us, that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteous- 


ly and godly, in this present world; looking for 


that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of 
the great God aud our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Hesrews 9; 28.—-Unto them that look for 
him shall he appear the second time, without 
sin, uuto salvation. Ch. 10: 24, 25.—Let us 
consider one another, to provoke unto love and 


to good works: not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as the manner of some is; 
but exhorting one another: and so much the 
more as ye see the day approaching. Ch. 10: 
37.—For yet a little while, and he that shall 
come will come, and will not tarry. 

James 5: 7, 8.—Be patient therefore, breth- 
ren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, 
the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit 
of the earth, and hath long patience for it, un- 
til he receive the early and latter rain. Be ye 
also patient ; stablish your hearts: for the com- 
ing of the Lord draweth nigh. 

1 Peter 1: 13.—Gird up the loins of your 
mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the 
grace that is to be brought unto you at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. Ch, 4: 5.—Who 
shall give account to him that is ready to judge 
the quick and the dead. Ch. 4; 7.—The end 
of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, 
and watch unto prayer. Ch, 4: 17.—The 
time is come that judgment must begin at the 
house of God. 

2 Perer 3: 3-14.—There shall come in 
the last days scoffers, walking after their own 
lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of his 
coming ? for since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things continue as they were from the beginning 
ofthe creation... . But, beloved, be not ignorant 
of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as 
a thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day. The Lord is not slack concerning his 
promise, as some men count slackness ; but is 
long-suffering to us-ward, not willing that any 





should perish, but that all should come to re- 
pentance. But the day of the Lord wil] come 
as a thief in the night; inthe which the heav- 
ens shall pass away....Nevertheless we, ac- 
cording to his promise, look for new heavens 
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteous- 
ness. Wherefore, beloved, seeing ye look for 
such things, be diligent that ye may be found 
of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. 

1 Joun 2: 18, 19.--Little children, it is the 
last [hour:] and as ye have heard that antichrist 
shall come, even pow are there many anti- 
christs; whereby we know that it is the last 
{hour.] They went out from us, but they 
were not of us; for if they had been of us, 
they would no doubt have continued with us; 
but they went out, that they might be made 
manifest that they were not all of us: Ch. 2: 
28.—Little children, abide in him; that, 
when he shall appear, we may have confidence, 
and not be ashamed before him at his coming. 

Reverations 1; 1.——The Revelation of Je- 
sus Christ, which God gave unto him, to show 
unto his servants things which must shortly 
come to pass. Ch. 1: 3.——Blessed is he that 
readeth, and they that hear the words of this 
prophecy, and keep those things which are writ- 
ten therein: for the time is at hand. Ch. 2: 
25,—-That which ye have already, hold fast 
till I come. Ch. 3: 11.—Behold, I come 
quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that 
no man take thy erown, ,Ch. 22: 20.—He 
which testifieth these things saith, Surely I 
come quickly; Amen. Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus. 

We believe that the human mind is so constructed 
that it cannot avoid the conviction, in fair view of 
this mass of testimony, that Christ set the time of his 
Second Coming at the destruction of Jerusalem, 
within the lifetime of some of his disciples: that the 
apostles and primitive believers unanimously expec- 
ted it at that period, and that if he did not come a: 
that time, the testimony of Scripture concerning his 
‘advent, is not reliable, and of course we have no 
evidence that he will ever come. For our part, we 
know that he did come at that time, just as certain - 
ly as we know that the Bible is a true book. ‘* Let 
God be true and every manaliar.” ‘ Blessed are 
they that haye not seen and yet have believed.” 





Aquila and Priscilla. 

Paul’s friendships are an interesting study. 
Among others Aquita and Priscrtta seem 
to have enjoyed a good degree of personal inti- 
macy with him, and to have been very devo- 
ted in their attachment to him; at the same 
time they were congenial fellow-laborers with 
him in the work of edifying the church. As 
they are incidentally mentioned in several pla- 
ces, we will sec how much of a personal sketch 
the collected hints will make. 

Paul was abroad on a visit to the brethren 
in the different cities where he had preached 





the word of the Lord, the cities of Syria and 
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c ilicia. Phrygia and Galatia. peer bal was called |i 


by a vision to go over into Macedoni: a, a new 


missionary ficld, and there he preached the |of the church. T hey had a great degree of | passed away. 


gospel in the cities of Philippi and The ssaloni- | intelligence, 
and from thence went to Athens and Cor- r ’aul said that he not only gave thanks, 
The fruit of his labors in Philippi and | that all the churches of the Ge ntiles thanked | 'the great sacrifice of human life to the ¢ Yaris t- 


inth. 


jis, that they were very Dict nn Paul, 
aa subservient to his plans for the edification | 





boldness 
but 


Thessalopica appears in his epistles to the | them for their services to him, so they deserve | 


churches in these cities; and we have similar | our thanks, who are | 


b] 
evidence of his success in Corinth. 


Corinth seems to have been distinguished | 


from Athens in respect to its receptivity to the 
truth. he latter city was too superficial and 
dissipated to hear Paul believingly; but in Cor- 
inth the Lord said he had‘ much people’: and 
there Paul Jabored a year months.— 
There he found Aquila and Priscilla, and se- 


and six 


cured them for his helpers in Christ Jesus.— 
They had lately come to Corinth as if to meet 
him, being banished from Rome by an imperial 
edict, which commanded all Jews to depart 
Whether they first received 
the gospel from Paul or not, does not appear. 
He abode with them ‘ because of the 
same craft,’ and undoubtedly they improved his 


out of that city. 
he was 


society, and had a family school, and went 
through a course of spiritual education under 
When Paul left Corinth, Aquila and 
were naturally afloat 


him. 
Priscilla, who, as exiles, 
and free from local impediments, accompanied 
him to Ephesus, was destined to be 
another interesting church. Of Paul’s labors 
at Ephesus on this first visit not much is said, 


where 


more than that he entered into the synagogue 
and reasoned with the Jews; but he left Aqui- 
Ja and Priscilla 
the seed he 


ministered Paul’s spirit, during his absence, to 


there, who doubtless nourished 
had sown. They seem to have 


Apollos, and in so doing to have conferred a 


great blessing on the churches, as Apollos was 
an eloquent man, and capable of extensive use- 
fulness. He came to Ephesus full of missioa- 
ary zeal, speaking boldly in the synagogue, and 
teaching the things of the Lord, but knowing 
Aquila and 


him unto them, and 


only the ba iptis sm of John. Pris- 
cilla heard him, and took 
expou nded unto him the way of God more per- 
; and from them he went forth with new 


believers, 


feetly ; 


helping and 


wisdom and power, 


mightily convincing the Jews by the scriptures, 


that Jesus was Christ. 


After visiting 


going over the countries of 


1 Antioch, and 


Galatia and Phry- 


Jerusalem an 


gia order, strengthening all the discip! 
which was the third time that he had made 
the same cirewit, Paul returned to Ephesus 


again, and then continued there two years. 


Aquila and Priscilla were probably with him 


during this time—and it was a time of great 
accomplishment ; the word of God grew might- 


and prevailed, and all that dwelt in Asia 
both Je 


when Paul was alre 


“fete ee cera e 
heard it, ws and Greeks. | 
: 


sady purpos ine tog 


the shrine-makers of the godds ss Diana raised 
an uproar against him, and it was then perhaps 
that ‘Aguila and Priscilla adventured their liv 
for him, as he writes in his epistie to the Ro- 
mans, ‘that for his life they had laid down 
their own necks.’ Paul again Jeaves Nphesus, 
and according to the purpose } of liis heart, he 
is not long after present at Rome. t seer 
thet the edict which bani hed A Aquila and Py 
cilla, had been previously repealed, as he finds 


s custom was, he first 


ife lays the foun- 


as hi 


Jews here, to whom 
communicated the gospel. 


dation of a and it appears afterwards, 
that A and Pris- 


and hada charch 


church ; 
le to Nome, 


there, 


in his epist quila 
ceilla had ret 


their 


urned in 


house, and were probably Paul’s special 
> . L 


representatives and helpers. ‘They are men- 
tioned in the epistle to the Corinthians as send- 


: their salutation to that church, and as near 


ir 1S bue 
as we can identify the time an place, this was 
In the 
Ephe- 
We 


ling- 


during their residenee at Ephesus. 
epistle to Timothy, also, directed to 
there. 


sus, they are saluted being 


k ¢] 


as 
are inclined to think that theirlast and abic 


vas at Rome; where they seem to have | { 





originated. 


One impression that we receive from 

heir history, is, that their relation to cach oth- 

er was one of harmony and dignity. Another 
¢ " 


earning to appreciate 


ithe apostle, of whom they were the helpers. 
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The World does Move! 


Such was our 


Yes; and New-York nfoves with it. 
j thought on reading the account of the Women’s 
Meeting at Metropolitan Hall. Twenty-five years 
ago, who would have thought of women addressing 
promiscuous public meetings on subjects relating to 
social, legislative and popular reform? Ten years 
ago it might perhaps have been tolerated in some of 
the more liberal parts of New England; but the 
present movement here in New-York city, with all 
its conservative and backward influences, takes us 
The fact that women, in the 
the stage and 
Hall, and 


papers of 


rather by surprise. 
new costume, can stand forward on 
address a mass-meeting in Metropolitan 
be listened to and reported in the public 
New-York with entire respect, marks an era that is 
worth chronicling. We gather from it that the Wo- 
man’s Rights movement is fairly inaugurated, and 
that it must go forward now to its consequences; 
and we discover, too, that good sense and progress 
prevail on the whole over mercenary interests and 
ruffianism in this metropolis of the nation, New 


York. 


The time has evidently come when woman is to 
take a new place and assert her full claims, whatever 
they may be, to social and public estimation. There 
are of course many different theories as to the 
untried field of enlargement that is now opening 


They may be obliged to feel their 


before women. 
way slowly—may make some mistakes; and the logi- 
cal progress of the movement may lead to results 
which will be trying to the present conventionalisms 
of society. But we are persuaded the thing is going 
right, and will end largely in favor of human happi- 
ness and every true relation. 

the working of Providence 
movement in many late events. 
as Jenny Lind and Ifarriet 
vy their 


We may discover 
in favor of this 
With such instances 
Beecher Stowe before the public, enforcing | 
marvelous power and genius the world’s admiration, 


what can he said against their choosing their own 


sphere and exercising the rights that are natural to 
them? In fact 
asking favors of society and law, but have the sub- 


iven in- 


such persons are not in a position of 


stance of power already, in their own God-g 


spiration ;and any formal limitation of them ia law, 
is seen to be only a pitiful, powerless figment. With 


such examples of the actual possession of power, the 


cause of woman gains a providential lift which no- 
body can resist. 

Wei 
Association has sec 
this 
s fundamentally 


think the existence and influence of the Oneida 


retly done much to encourage and 


prepare for vising of women. ‘That institu- 


tion strik y at the whole system of 


woman’s oppression, and having for six years success- 


fully houses d the prejudice and bigotry of old ideas 
and 


it has enlarged the channels of public thought 


diffused a more liberal and inquiring spirit over the 
land. It 


= 
10ort 


introduced the uniform of the movement 





—, dresses and short hair, Its policy and de- 
clared principle have ever been to make women free, 

nid to ¢ 
as the 


thus torms an at 


ive them the fullest chance of developement, 

It 
Wo- 
scope 


bring 


condition of true harmony. 
d bul of 


t, giving safe and e 


necessary 


Ivance wark the whole 


ils moveinen asy 
to the gradual expansion that is necessary to 
ls of the les 


as it has had an influence, 


up the min $s progressive mass. The paper, 


has been favorable 


tothe cause. At one period it was edited by a wo- 


man; and from the time we first began to print at, 


Putney, a large share of the type-work has always 
been done 
tions on the future, but we should like to see a Dai- 


ly press edited, printed and conducted by competent 


by women. We need not go into specula- 


persons of that sex. Let the women have a chance 
to speak for themselves. Let them have the press. 
There will be work enough for men to do of another 


sort—in subduing the earth, forming Associations 


civilization. We say let the women qualify them- 
selves to take control of the Daily Press. 





Martyrdom in the Early Church. 

The general impression of those who con- 
the church 
was a great deal 


ound the Primitive church with 
that cume after, is, that there 
of martyrdom all along through that enrly pe- 


riod; but an examination of the New Testa- 





ment, we think, will show that the age of mar- 


and devotion; and as | 


| Inartyr, 


| Herod ; 


and schools, and directing the great movements of 


/tyrdom, i in its proper sense, did not commence ; 
till after the generation of Christ aud Paul had 
So far as we have any account, 
ithe number of those who suffered martyrdom 
be‘ore the Second Coming, was very smal}; and 


ian faith, which history records, was after that 


event, 
Let us examine the history of the Primitive 
church. 


fied : 


In the first place, Christ was eruci- 


was stoned—next James was killed by 
after that, 
by violence, of which we have any mention, till | 
we come to Peter, who undoubtedly followed | 
The on- 


there were no more deaths 


Christ to the cross, as was pre dicted. 
ly further instance we find, is that of Antipas, | 
spoken of in one of the messages to the seven 
remarkable ease. In all, there were five re- 
corded martyrdoms in the Primitive church, in- 
eluding Christ’s. There may have been seve- 
ral that Christ, | 
speaking of the turbulent period just before the 
Second Coming, ‘ Some of you shall they 
cause to be put to death.’ The New Testa- 
ment, however, certainly does not present the 
Christian church as abounding in martyrdoms, 


more are not recorded. 


eave 
says, 


but rather for the most part, as escaping them ; 
and in this respect, in strong contrast with the 
church that came up afterwards. We account 
for the difference in this way : 

So long as Paul was in the field, the church 
were under good generalship—no unnecessary 
acts were cominitted, which would provoke the 


violence. The believers were 


authorities to 
circumspect in all their dealings, submitting 
quictly to ‘ the powers that be,’ and seeking to 


conciliate all men by their good behavior.— 
They did not covet martyrdom, but sought to 
In fact, they were expecting shortly 
Second 


and were very far from being in love 


avoid it. 
to see the Lord Jesus—to live till his 
Coming ; 
with death, 

and Paul were 
e, of 


They were willing to employ just as much mar- 


Christ economical, as all good 


generals are, the lives of their soldiers. 


tyrdom in their work as was necessary ; but they 


did not countenance any needless waste of life. 


gements with the enemy, till they could 
strike a 
lowed th: 


who would saerifice life for glory. 


enea 
sure biow; while the generals who fol- 
the Napoleonic cast, 


When the 


m were more of 


generation to which Christ and Paul belonged, 
and who had wisdom as well as courage 
among them, had passed away, the church seem 
to have lost that iaciity of bein made 
‘all things to all men,’ and the readiness o 
adantati 4 all . ' c 9°90977 te n 

adapt ition 10 ail manner o; cireumstanc Ss, 
which characterized Paul’s administration.—— 


They adopteda more ¢ 


ous policy, that was 


mibative and vain-elori- 


provoking to the authori- 


ties, which resulted in a great expense of hu- 


mn life, They even courted leath, and made 


a god of martyrdom: and many were unneces- 


ryed, 


martyrdom is of 


> A whe 7 
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sarily destr¢ 


Tenati 
=i e 

Whose notoriety, 

was of this class. 

that Christ or Paul 


But we cannot believe 


would have sanctioned 
Panul’s 


is in its nat 
fli 


such proceedings. 


at ‘ the body is for the Lord,’ 
c 


[- 
i 


, P 
coctrint 





ure opposed to all 
a 


Aaly 


unnecessary ¢ 


eth 
eth 


on of it; and above : 


Paul loved life, and sought to preserve it-- 
loved it that he might ‘ present his body a living 
sacrifice, [not a dead one,} holy and aceepta- 


ble unto God, which was his reasonable service.’ 
He tells us that ‘ the body is not for fornication, 
but for the 
might have said that the body is not for death, 
but for the Lord. Death, so far as it operates 
to separate the body from the Lord, 


Lord ;? and with equal propriety be 


is to be 
classed with fornication. 

Paul’s doctrine was, 
body to be burned, 
profiteth me nothing. ... 


‘ Though I give 
and have 


my 
it 
Charity vaunteth 


not charity, 


not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave it- 
self unseemly,’ &c. There were many in the 
succeeding age of the world, who would ‘ give 
their bodies to be burned,’ but had they charity ? 





then Stephen, who is called the first | 


churches, and in a way to indicate that it wasa| 


They were, like Washington, prudent and sa- 
ving of their troops——careful about getting into | 


opposed to death. | 


| Apvly this description of charity to Ignatius, and 
We 
should say there was some evidence in-his case, 
The 


virtue of a mere martyr-spirit is not essentially 


see how it compares with his character. 
of * yvaunting,’ and of being ‘ puffed up.’ 


different from that to which soldiers in general 


are trained. They go into battle, not knowing 


but that a few hours may terminate their exis- 


tence; and we doubt not, that as terrible suf- 


fering has been endured, and as heroic couras ae 
shown by poor soldiers fighting for a few pence 
per day, as was exhibited by many of the early 
martyrs. & ide Abbott’s life of Na) poleon. } 
It is not natural for man to love death, and 
|God never intended he should; but on the 
‘contrary, that he should Aate it, 


We are to be delivered from the fear 


as an ‘enemy,’ 


of de ath, 
| but not from the hatred of it: just as we are 


| 


to be delivered from the fear of Satan, but 


never from our hatred of him. 


We incline to think that the motives of mar- 


tyrdom generally, spring less froma love of 


the truth, than from a very false religion about 


ithe body. It may be the same kind of asceti- 
| clem and vanity of applause, in the voluntary 
| church-martyr, as that which prompts the Hin- 


doo devotee to self-torture, in penance of. his 


sins. Asceticism is the same thing, the world 
over; and ought not to pass any better when 
exercised under the name of Christianity, than 
in its horrible Pagan manifestations. Its com- 


mon basis and doctrine is, that the body is at 


war with the soul—is vile, bound up in sin, and 
That being the ease, it is a 


and a glory to get rid of it, 


the cause of sin. 

merit to punish it, 
especially when it ean be done with the com- 
plac ney of {¢ eling that it is for the sake of re- 
God. Nothing of 


joicing in pain, entered into the calculations of 


ligion and * this ascetic re- 


Paul and the Primitive church. Their suffer- 


|ings for the truth were not estimated at all, on 
the score of suppressing the body, but only 


with regard to the maintenance of 
good. They valued and 
when the alternative was 1 quired, stood ready 


some posi- 
tive the soul first, 
to sacrifice the body for the interest of truth ; 
instead of hej 
they : 
glory of God, and Jesus stand- 
at the right hand of God.’ In prison, they 
It is evident that the 
‘the body is for the 
he thost,’ will 


struction, but to take 


but in these eases, ng occupied 


with its destruction, saw the heavens 


opened, and the 


ing 
were visited by angels, 
Christian principle that 
* tein 
lead us not to desire its de 
all 


honor. Cc. 


Lord,’ and a ple of loly t,? 


suitable means for its preservation and 
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| 

| Report of a Meeting at Cneidas=Woman’s 
‘| 

| 


Rights-=«Discussion on the character of the 
Apostle Paul. 

Oneida, Feb. 9, 1853. 
Drar G.:—It seems to me the day is fast 


approaching when society will demand of wo- 








}men, that they think an “e peak freely on all 
| subjects, occupy every i they can reason- 
| ably y fill, and instead of cramping their hearts 
}and minds, gr enervating their bodies, will, as 
it were, thrust liberty upon them, and _ insist 
that they shall exercise their rights. This 
‘vood time coming,’ [ imagine, will be to the 
}more timid and conservative sort an era as 
lmuch dreaded as it is desired; for we know 
that it is possible to get so accustomed to 


and those 
ypear 


shackles as to be insensible to them: 


worn for six thousand years may fairly ay 
to be a second nature. 

, and the vari- 
ous trac the advocates of Woman’s 
| Rights, have been ye here this winter witha 
and our evenings have 


‘The discussions in the papers 
ts issued by 


good deal of interest : 
ened by home productions 


been frequently enliy 
on the same subject. As a step in advance of 
our ordinary customs, it was proposed a few 
evenings since that the women should take the 
whole responsibility of conducting the — 
choosing the topie for discussion, & 
Paul as a Reformer? had excited 
much interest in the family, and it was wnami- 
mously decided that the character of Paul as @ 
champion of truth and right in general—wo- 
man’s rights of course included—should be 
our subject for conversation. 


&e— 


ing, 
The article ‘ 
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At the opening of our discussion it was re- 
mart ked that the commencement of the modern 
Woman’s Rights movement under the } 
Grimke was signalized by a bitter and contemp- 


tuous attack on Paul for his supposed hostility 


to the emancination of woman: and it was due 
to him, or at least appropriate, that ew first 
Woman’s Rights meeting (in the usual sense 
of the term) should disown that hasty and| 


croundless attack, and select Aim as our hero 
and champion. This sé mtiment was warmly 
responded to by all. 
ral sketch of the 
its leading ideas : 

That Paul was a man of 
nature——-one who was guided by his heart rather 


The following is a gene-| 
conversation, indicating 


a large and loving 


than his head, 
highest order—was abundantly 
history in the Acts, and by his epistles to the 
churches. Above all 
for Christ ; it was of a hight and depth ‘surpas- 
it had in it that per- 


though his intellect was of the 
shown hy his 
his love 


is conspicuous 


sing the love of women ;’ 


fect abandonment which carried his whole 
being into captivity to him, and rendered ap- 
propriate the phrase he so frequently uses, 


‘Paul, a slave of Jesus Christ? This large 


development of love to God, made him pecu- 
liarly a champion of God’s rights. In teaching 


and enforcing God’s right to the human race, 


Paul was intreducing the primary reform— 


that which precedes all others, and includes all 
It was a much more didicult and dan- 
than 


others. 
gerous task to accomplish this reform 


any that now remains to be done. The over- 


flowing warmth of his love made him the most 
deversaw. The 

all through the 
civilized world, his loyalty 
to Christ ; and he watched over them with the 


the wor 
eathered 


successful reformer 
churches which he 


were the fruits of 
and enarded them with 
He evidently regarded 


men 


tenderness of a nurse, 


“a godly jealousy.’ 


his churches as a whole-—a body including 


and women, Jews and Gentiles, bond and free 


—and labored more to establish interior unity 


with Christ and eachother, than to change 


their external relations, or pees mews 
ela SCs. He 
attention to their invisible H« ok 


to appear and rect 


labored earnestly to direct their 


oon 


who Was § 


tive them into heavenly man- 


ss a eae 
sions—into the New Jerusalem, ‘ which ts free: 
and as the time was short they were exhorted 


to ‘eare not? for outward bondage, regarding 
it as alight affliction compared with the glory 


soon to be revealed. 
Though Paul spent his chief energies ¢ 


work of Lap oa: the union of the chureh to 


‘hrist, t tho nrincipics he started were six ; ee re x sa 
Carist b te il ncIpt mn “| eeiving the di spos sition and purpose of par-}1tis true, without inquiing where the sound 
1 41> einw thins nar 7 m 
lently and surely working through every rela- 2°) ° eome es Hale ae 

Sen ties, and iGeaiseuine what they willdo. ‘Then! came from, and ascertaining the ability, as 
tioy Tha yvalations of hushan lavjfo ? . . ° 
t n of life rh Ye.atIONnsS Of AUSVANG anit Wile, . . } . ° 
1 1 lI apprehend that the best talent for trade, | well as the disposition and purpose of the 
of ma ster and slave, rich and poor, &e., were che i aa . Peg 
ae a ' { speculation, successful operations in all kinds} one who made it, he fools himself. A pre- 
ike ea th v( Inporary a ’ ‘ | . ° : : ; 

x Qlaes a Hho heavenly state} Of business, 1s of the same nature: a man/sentiment 1s no more asacred thing te be 
Cal Wei tO } I her \ fe . - | 4 - cs - : ‘ : 
to which they were to be introduced at t} _| discerns by a process that he himself can-/ believed, than a man’s word—it is the 

: ; . } iE . . 217°) Ta ay 
ond Coming. ‘There ig a sweeviue force in the | not deseribe. how vs are going; what! word of a spirit. We are not bound at all, 
° 5 | . ° . 
truth, ¢ There is neither Jew nor Greek, th re] ¢ urse bus 31 ‘3 willtuke. Ife has; by 2 ny re ligious ] principle, to believe implic- 
. . . ‘ é ke : or ‘ lea ce ‘ 
is neither bond nor free, there is neither male} a lueky instinct, or in oer words a presen- itly a spiritual voice, any more than 
nor female; for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.’| timent. He cannot, half the time, give any | a natural voice; and before we accept any 

‘ P ‘ . ; aoe j . 
Tape ic a lavaline denev in 4} } . . | 3 ee: yer ey 
There is a leveling tende ney in this truth, that reason for his own assurance. )5 ich impression made on our Spirlis, we 
vill fnallv touch every for C Sninetica 1; ’ . . we: Bo oe “ys — | 
will finally touch every form of injustice. “7 ‘lo pass still further, to things of a posi-|must inquire into the ability of the ageney | 

- | ] 4 as YW Pe OR : | ‘ 7 
reduces ai to one OUY—all dria nto n : _— 13+ nrneaad rt A hain ae ' 
ping yes ms Bre ©D© | tively evil character: there isa vast amount} it proceeds from. A being may have a dis- 


nirit ; yet it remains that that one spirit shall] 


have different m ‘aif stations, aecording to the 
different members, and each member different 
devrees of honor. To man is as: it ned the 


> 7 J ' 7 & 
of head of th but woman is the 


PEAC eC Wont") 5 
glory of the man, Lneither is without the 
other ‘in the Lord.’ The state of perfection 


and of freedom which was to result from the 


discipline of the church in its childish state, is 
stated in Eph. 4: 11—13. 


the gifts bestowed en the church, 


After enumerating 
such as apos- 
tles, prophets, teachers, &e., ‘ for the perfect- 
ing of the saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ,’ the 


apostle adids——* ¢2// we all come in the unity of 


the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of| 
e al .|a wide sweep to the principle sencomnel in| which combine the strength of 

rect man, unto the measure of | ne 

‘the doctrine of presentiment, and that we|/and we must understand how to apply that 


‘ 

God, unto a per 
that we 
This 


certainly contemplates a state of entire freedom 


the stature of the fullness of Christ ; 


henceforth be no more children,’ &e. 


that church is now a model of the liberty and 


lisses| is evident that Paul finished the work given 


him to do—that he fought a good fight, and 
kept the faith—that he laid the foundations of 
| liberty and reform in the solid rock of eternal 


truth, and every wise builder since has built 


And if to our 


moving 


i thereon. day is assigned the 


work of — r the rubbish of 
past ages, and reconstructing society, it is our 
| belief that nothing but a full discovery of 
Paul’s foundations, and coéperation with him 
will bring order out of 
and make a home for God to dwell 
That Paul is 


movements of society, and 


asa master-builder, 
confusion, 
with man on earth, earnestly 
watching the ac- 
tively superintending them, is our belie’, and 
our hope of success. 

The above is the substance of the conversa- 
tion; and though we felt that we did very 
meagre justice to our great subject, yet all 
were conscious of a new appreciation of Paul, 
and his plans of reform. 

Yours for doing justice to Paul, 


Cc. A. M. | 


| 


Home-Talk by J. H. N.---No. 170. | 
[Rerortep FoR THE ee 4, 1852.] 
PHILOSOPHY OF PRESENTIMENT. 

It is common to treat the whole doctrine 
of presentiment as trivial and visionary ; but 
T think it can be shown, that the most im- | 
portant, substantial interests are concerned | 
in this philosophy, and that our peace and 
improvement, and salvation even, depend 
on our being truly enlightened in respect to | 
it. Let us take a sweeping glance at the 
interests that are involved in, or that ‘in- | 
volve the principle of presentiment. 

In the first place, all hope 
substantial foundation is a presentiment. 
That anchor of the 
within the veil is nothing but a presentiment. 


| 
| 
| 
! 
| 
| 


that has any | 


soul which entereth | 


Faith—in prayer, for instance—is strictly | | 


epeaking ® presentiment ; and one that ¢ ‘hrist| 
i 4 
sought to encourage and nourish, and multi- 


ae 
| 


ply in the church ; and all the prophecies of | 





as 4 nt ” mies nae +) » 3 - 
sagacity of politicians, so far as they have 


scripture were presentiments of the prophets. | 
Then, to pass to things not so strictly 

. . . ) | 

within the circle ef religious principle, ed 


any that is true, is of the nature of 


It is the faculty of 


presen- 
i 


timent. f feeling before- 


hand what course things will take—of per- 








lof suffering going on in the world, from 
| 


presentiments of evil. People have fore- | 
| 


jodines of mischief and ealamities, which 
their reason is not able to suppress. They | 


feel beforehand that evil is coming, and| 


there is with the 
Fear isa presentiment; and in general, 


1S uel 


no reasoning pag 
what we call the dolefuls, or hypo, 
effect of this element leavening all the feel-| 
and 
of evil. The ‘ fearful looking 
ment’—the outlook of the reprobate, is: 


working continual foreboding 
for of judg-| 


ings, 











presentiment. 


| T have said enough to show, that there is| 


Niles’ 
| beauty of a perfect man in Christ Jesus, It | 


‘his impression, but he 


| you anticipate ; 


sentiments, then, not 


*|merely present perceptions. 


with cilia to presentiments. 


In the first place we want to understand | 


how a presentitaent is created ; and I think 
the general ground-principle of all sorts of 
presentiments may be simply stated thus :— 
If] have a disposition, and especially if I 
have a strong purpose, to doa certain thing, 
that disposition or purpose is an active, 
vital force, sounding forth from me, and 
making itsimpression on susceptible spirits 
around me ; so that any person in my pres- 
ence, while that purpose is sounding forth 
of the 
readily, 


me, if he is nervous class 
that hears will 


inevitable impression that the thing will be 


from 
spirits receive an 
done. He will not be 
will have such an 
impression because he hears it 
from my spirit. There is an impress being 


made upon the hidden nerves of his 


| which suggests that idea, 


I believe this is the simple explanation of 
If you 


it is because you are 


the way presentiments originate. 
have a presentiment, 


|. fe 
in the presence of some spirit that has the | 


disposition and purpose to bring about what 
and your spirit has heard 
that purpose, as you hear a voice. There is 
no prophecy in your presentiment ; there is 
simply a perception of a disposition and pur- 
pose somewhere existing, to 
The existence of the 
e that the 


te the idea 


certain future event. 
purpose leads to a natural inferene 
event will take place: we associat 
of purpose with execution. But there is no 
necessary connection ; and you make a leap 
the 


that a certain event or state of 


in the dark, if you go into inference 
things will 
come to pass, simply because you perceive 
a disposition and purpose for it , and that is 
all you can perceive in a presentiment 


Observe, there is one other clement, be- 


sides a disposition or purpose, required to | 
make any such impression the foundation of 


and that is, 
josition and purpose 


a trust-worthy presentiment ; 
If I have a dis; 
to do a certain 
sounds in Mr. N., he 


ment of 


ability. 
thing ‘ wy Yurpose 
thin and ly purp 
will have a presenti- 
the event ot ky Sn hv. ] 
tne event, nov knowing way, but 


feeling in his 


+7 , “yY hie : hl r., r 15 88 
coming from this sound of my spirit. 


founded simply ona spirit, 


.) Dl eaae ‘ 
ludes that 


and con 


accepts that impression, 


ve ° 
position and pur] 


ose to do a thing, 

We should 
nat Seine 
as propnecies, 
We 
and a certain a LIS] osition and inten- 
om that | 
and if we ac- 


have the ability. regard pre- 
perceive 
Q spirit, 
tion toward some result, sounding fir 

irit; but it is no prophecy ; 
ce = tt itas such, we shall reckon without 
our host. 

This subject is important in connection 


with our spiritual warfare. 


‘a faith in their almighty power. 
| comes 


able to account for | 
“eh 
sounding | 


life | 


bring about a 


If he } 


and not | 


} . 
Ut as | 





We believe | of God to let them do it. 


They have a purpose to subdue and enslave 
us, and that purpose sounds into our spirits. 
It is their intention to make us believe be- 
forehand, that it will be fulfilled—to get us 
to make the false inference that because 
there is a disposition there is ability, and 
that things are going on to the result they 
have in view. Their art and strength lies 
jin producing a strong impression of their 
and begetting in us 
Here 
where our 
we must avail our- 


| purpose on our spirits, 


the struggle—-here is 
applied ; 


of the resurrection-power of Christ, 


| 

power must be 
selves 
‘and face evil spirits in reference to the im- 
pressions they undertake to make, and the 
/presentiments they create. 

Persons have presentiments from time to 
‘time of evil, and the evil comes to pass ; 


and the more experience of this kind 
they have, the more confidence they get 


that their presentiments are of the nature 
of prophecy: that they will come to pass, 
because they have come to pass, and the 
only way is to believe them. ‘This is su- 
premely foolish’; for the very fact that these 
_persons are weak enough to yield to their 
presentiment, gives their enemy his pow- 
er. He has the disposition and purpose 
but they give him the ability 


to execute his purpose, by yielding to the 


| beforehand ; 


presentiment. ‘They secure the fulfilment 


in the very act of admittingit. There is no 
occasion for a miracle or a spirit of prophecy 
a mis- 


in such a case. If your enemy has 


chieyous purpose toward you, and you vir- 
tually consent to his carrying it out, there 
needs no spirit of prophecy to be certain 
that the mischief will be done, because you 
have yourself made sure of it. Then on 
| the other hand, let the presentiment be never 
iso strong, if you are able to deny effectually 


pirit the power of the 


in your } agency from 
i which it peti to accomplish its purpose, 
|you will frustrate the execution of that pre- 
The 


f Christ, ‘According to your faith 


5 


‘sentiment, and deliver your soul. 


| doctrine + 


‘be it unto you,’ is strictly philosophical, ap- 


plied to our dealing with evil powers— 


there is nothing mystical about it. 
hall we stand on, in 


Now what ground s 


reference to the general ability of evil spir- 
ist has 
said to Pi- 


no power at all 


its to execute their purposes? Chi 
in what he 
] 


i] 
LOU Cor dst Nave 


Liven us ai answer, 
late, gid 


avainst me, except it were civen thee from 


ate : ; : 
above. Mhe only power in the universe, 
ae" e 5 e 

lthat is able to execute its purposes, 


On that 


is God, 


ithe power of good. ground, pre- 
that come from all evil 


ee ae . are 
themselves to be trusted. 


sentiments powers, 
The 1U 


et end 


and presentiments that come from God 


we not in 
| powers have no such ability as they pr 
| tO 5 


ectation. 


pe x 

only, are legitimate grounds of ex] 

| ‘There is disposition and purpose enough, in 
ay : hous Pe PR lente ings SE 

evil DOTA but they have no ability to exe- 


icute, except as it is given them from above 


We mus 


‘ments, to God, and ascertain 


t go hack, therefore, of all presenti- 
whether he 
{h as authorized them. 

resentiment of what might be regarded as 


Pig one sense evil: Christ had a presenti- 
pee of his own death, but it was not founded 
at all on the ability of Pilate and the Jews 
to kill him. It was founded on the purpose 


The Jews had a 


| that we have power in the name of Christ to | purpose to kill him, and there were all the 


face and successfully resist, not only indi- | elements 


vidual spirits, but spiritual principalities 
f legions ; 


have a great deal of personal interest in it ; | power first of all to this very matter of re- 
and therefore, itis very important that we |sisting and overcoming the presentiments 


from legal bondage of every kind, as the ter-| Should understand the philosophy of oe 
mination of this education: and undoubtedly! matter; and thus know how to manage our- 





expectations. 
|late’s assumption, and did not recognize the 





at work 
pression on his spirit that he should be killed ; 


to produce a strong im- 


land yet that was not the foundation of his 


He denied the truth of Pi- 


His pre- 


ability of his enemies to kill him. 


that evil powers bring to bear upon us.—|sentiment was founded on the purposeof God. 
These evil powers prevail over us by faith. 


Knowing that all the purposes of God 


‘Yo take the case of 
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are good, and for good, and that nothing 


that it is a subject of resurrection-power—| probably sympathize to a considerable ex- 


proceeds from him but good, it follows that| the same power that raised Christ from the | tent, with the appreciation that the Hycro- 


a true mind will never accept any really | dead. 


I hold it as the first principle of all| pathists have of water as a means of cleans- 


evil presentiment. We may have presenti-|true anthropology, that God made man |ing, refreshing, and invigorating the body. 


ments that relate to evil and in form are evil, | for himself, and not to be a separate creature, 


but accepted from God, a source that issues 


nothing but good, they will fall into the) He made man to be his temple, the shrine' 


inind as blessings. Christ had no disagrea- 
ble forebodings. ‘The presentiment he had 
of his death was a comfort and blessing on 
the whole—he received and followed the in- 
dication of it joyfully. ‘I delight to do thy 
will O God,’ was the language of his heart 
in view of the sacrifice. There was no 
gloomy feeling about his presentiment, be- 
cause he accepted it from God, and was not 
in any fear of the agents that God empow- 
ered to execute his purpose. 


Our duty then is plain. In the name of 
Christ we are bound to reject all presentiments 
that come from without, accepting only those 
which come from God; and knowing that 
God is wholly good in his disposition and 
purpose, it follows that we have no business 
with any but pleasing, refreshing, edifying 
presentiments. At the same time that we 
are bound to refuse all impressions that come 
from any other source, we must learn how 
to yield to the impressions of God. There 
is a firm foundation for faith in the presen- 
timents of God, for in him there is not only 
purpose but ability. It is the laying of our 
heart to his purpose and ability, and expec- 
ting good and not evil, which constitutes 
true faith. and the true spirit of prophecy. 


Gable-Talk, by 3. §. N.--No. 52 


Febyuary, 9, 1852. 

There is some quarrel between us and the 
physiologists, and material philosophers in 
general, though we have come up along 
side of them in their modern movements 
for reform. There has always been more 
or less attraction and sympathy between us 
and Phrenologists, for instance,and between 
us and the Watercurians; and still there 
has been a quarrel. We have not paid 
much attention to their rules, and have 
rather despised their systems, because we 
believed they were not baged on a spiritual 
foundation, and of course had no true foun- 
dation. Qn the other hand, they have de- 
spised us because we would not bow the knee 
to their science, as they call it, and have 
held out against their doctrine of natural 
There is 
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laws, and believed in miracles. 
this antagonism in respect to fundamental 
principles, anl still there is attraction be- 
tween us, and on the whole we have been 
approaching one toward the other ; and this 
approach is doubtless the result of modifica- 
tion, going on, on both sides. I am certain 
that the physiologists are verging toward 
spiritualism, and on the other hand we have 
advanced in the working out of our spiritual 
theory, and got liberty beyond what we had, 
to attend to the results and issues of it.— 
Our attention has been called more or less 
to the bearing of our, first principles on eat- 
ing and drinking, and the machinery of 
health: so that there is on the whole a 
twofold movement toward reconciliation. 


But it is certain with me, that we have 
proposed in our late discussions concerning 
the destiny of the body, the ultimate basis 
of physiology, the platform on which we 
shall take our stand, and where alone a re- 
conciliation can take place between us and 
the scientifics. I am more sure of that 
principle that ‘the bodyis for the Lord, 
than of all or any of the facts or laws that 
they propound in their books. When I say 
that the body is for the Lord, I mean that 
it is for spiritual fellowship with the Lord, 
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standing alone or at a distance like the brutes. | 
of his spirit, and the human body as well 
as soul is designed to be filled with the life | 
of God. ‘For his pleasure we are and| 
were created.’ 

We will take our stand on that platform ; 
and will enter into fellowship with the physi- 
ologists just so far as they will admit that to 
be the foundation of all science. We can 
not go with them nor they with us until we 
are agreed on that matter. If they say, 
*O yes, the body is for the Lord,’ and pass it 
off as a mere matter of cant, and then betake 
themselves with all their mind and strength to 
their science and natural laws, we cannot go 
with them. There must be an honest appre- 
ciation on their part, of that fundamental 
doctrine, or we shall have to decline sympa- 
thy, and take our luck in controversy with 
them. We shall have the advantage of them 
in the conflict because we can honestly adopt, 
on our platform, all that is really valuable 
in their system. We love truth any where 
and every where; and if they despise this 
truth that the body is the Lord’s, or do not 
appreciate it as the real foundation of all 
physiological science, then we have a breadth 
of philosophy that they have not, and our 
system will displace theirs as certainly as 
this is an age of progress. 

Men may try, in all manner of ways, to 
evade and cure the ‘ ills that flesh is heir to,’ 
without making over their bodies to the 
Lord ; but the truth is, it is the very inten- 
tion of God, and of all God's arrangements, 
that people should have ‘trouble in the 
flesh,’ who do not submit to the doctrine of 
his ownership, and consecrate themselves to 
him. They will have to overcome the wis- 
dom and strength of the Almighty, before 
they will gain their point, in trying to make 
their bodies happy, while they are not ‘ the 
temples of God.’ Paul says, let those who 
choose, marry ; nevertheless, they shall have 
‘ troublein the flesh ;’ and he would make no 
objections to their having ‘trouble in the 
flesh ;? it was the best thing for them, and 
the best thing for God’s universe, that they 
should have trouble in the flesh, so long as 
they were notin true relations with the 
Lord. We do not want a cure for trouble 
in the flesh, except for those who will put 
themselves to the trueuse. We would not 
have itif we could, and could not if we 
would, 

It would be very difficult to draw us 
down to serving in a water-cure establish- 
ment, or any thing of the kind, where they 
undertake to doctor folks who care nothing 
about God: we should go about it in a very 
heartless way. If I were to take my sta- 
tion as one of the physicians in a water-cure 
establishment, and a patient was to apply to 
me for help, I should most certainly tell 
him that I could not help him at all, except 
by persuading him to present his life and 
his body in true faith and spiritual appre- 
hension, to the Lord; and I should urge 
him to study the gospel, look into the doc- 
trine of the resurrection, and take the power 
of the resurrection of Christ as his first 
medicine. And then as his second medi- 
cine, I should advise him to submit himself 
to the criticism of those around him, make 
a full disclosure of his life, and open him- 
self to the light of reproof. I should advise 
him to get the best and keenest penetration 
possible, to work upon his character. Then 
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after he had taken these steps, I should 


I have more faith in water than in any 
thing else: but I have no faith in that ex- 
cept as it is applied by a man who has given 
his body to the Lord, and is in a receptive 
state, subject to criticism and spiritual disci- 
pline. With any other basis for a water- 
cure, I have no more faith in it than I have 
in the system of the ‘old regulars.’ The 
hydropathists condemn that system as a mon- 
strous system of quackery ; but I think hydro- 
pathy is no better,separate from the system 
which God has provided for purging men of 
their sins, ‘The wages of sin is death,’ 
and it is a vain attempt to separate the two 
things. If we can cure sin, we can cure 
disease—and not otherwise. 





Bread of Heaven. 


‘Labor not for the meat that perisheth, but 
for that meat which endureth wnto everiasting 
life, which the Son of man shall give unto 
you.? John 6; 27, 

It is the common character of all earthly 
food, that it ‘ perishes with the using,’ and 
that the substance received from it is of tem- 
porary duration ; so that a new and repeated 
supply is necessary to support the life and 
strength of the body. One who is seeking in 
earnest to obtain eternal life, and who esti- 


mates things according to their true value, if 


he learns that there zs food that perishes not, 
but endures to everlasting life, will naturally 
desire to obtain food of so great worth, and 
enquire whether it may be readily obtained. 
Such an one will rejoice to hear, in the testi- 
mony of the scripture above quoted, that such 
invaluable food is within his reach ; or that he 
may obtain it by labor. For if it could not be 
thus obtained, it would be absurd and unjust 
to encourage any one to labor for it. 

Do any enquire, in what way they shall la- 
bor for this imperishable food? Some did thus 
enquire to whom Jesus spoke the words above 
mentioned :-—‘ What shall we do, that we might 
work theworks of God ?? Note well his an- 
swer :——' This is the work of God, THAT YE 
BELIEVE ON HIM WHOM HE HATH SENT.’ 

But how will believing on him whom God hath 
sent, put us in possession of that ever-enduring, 
life-giving meat? Whoever truly believes in 
Christ, receives his word, not the letter merely, 
in his understanding, but the spirit, in his 
heart: ‘ for with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness.’ 
which Jesus said— The word which ye hear is 
not mine, but his that sent me.’--t The words 
which I speak unto you, they are spirit and 
they are life.’ This accords with what is else- 
where spoken in scripture, concerning the word 
of God. Peter calls it an ‘ incorruptible seed, 
which LiveTH and ABIDETH FOREVER.’ And 
he thus contrasts it with the perishable life of 
this world: ‘ All flesh is grass, and all the 
glory of man as the flower of the grass. The 
grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth 
away: but THE WoRD OF THE LORD endureth 
forever. And this is the word which by the 
gospel is preached unto you.’ 

They therefore who receive into their hearts 
the word of God, thereby receive an incorrup- 
tible sed—a living, quickening germ of life, 
And of this, Peter represents believers as 
being born, or begotten. So also James: 
‘ Of his own will begat he us, with the word 
of truth.’ Christ is called, distinctively, by 
Jobu, ‘the word of life.’ * And the word was 
made flesh and dwelt among us—full of grace 
and truth.’ Hence we perceive that to believe 
on Jesus Christ, and to receive in the heart his 
words, which are spirit and life, may very 
properly be ealled laboring for that meat which 
endureth wnto everlasting life. And here we 
may understand how it is true that ‘ man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by eaery word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God..—Reprinv. 


-| perusal of your paper. 


He receives that word, of 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

[The following extract, though not intended by 
the writer for publication, we think contains truth- 
ful observations, and especially in relation to the 
character of Associations that are not based on re- 
ligious faith, and a real community of interests. } 

—Although I have never seen you, or any of 
those with whom you are associated, it seems 
to me as if you were old acquaintances. The 
doctrines which you hold coincide in the main 
with the opinions I have entertained for suive 
thine. 

Entire redemption from sin and its conse- 
quences, is a doctrine which meets my most 
hearty response. This is indeed the distin- 
guishing excellence of Christianity, without 
which it would sink to a level with other forms 
of piety. I have been much interested in the 
I waver not in the be- 
lief that were we what it is our highest privilege 
to be, we would be free from sickness, pain 
and death. And I consider an Association 
based on principles purely Christian, viz. lov- 
ing our neighbor as ourselves, as affording the 
best possible facilities for attaining this condi- 
tion. 

Low far you carry the doctrine of direct in- 
spiration, 1 do not exactly understand; but 
my present belief is, that when we become 
truly passive to divine influences, our natures 
will not only be harmonized in themselves, but 
will come into order with those about us ; and 
that all our thoughts, words and actions, will 
be instinctively in proper time and place. 

I am pleased with the idea of’ considering a 
Community as a school; and that none of your 
members are too old to learn. Nothing is so 
conclusive evidence of the resurrection-power of 
Christ, as that the aged should be restored to 
the buoyant vivacity of youth, with a return of 
the power and love of improvement. * * * 

I was interested in the details of your letter, 
as illustrating to some extent your methods of 
life. The entire breaking up of the narrow, 
selfish relation of the popular marriage system,, 
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and substituting that of the universal family, is’ 


a measure vital to the establishment of the 
kingdom of Christ upon earth, * * * * 

1 have had good opportunity of observing the 
necessarily mercenary tendency of the wages 
system, where every thing is computed in dol- 
lars and cents, and valued accordingly. But a 
few days siuce I was conversing with a man 
whose wife was suffering from ill health: he 
remarked that he considered his wife worth a 
hundred dollars a year to to him ; he could live 
so much cheaper by keeping house than to 
board. (!) 

The more I see ef the workings of selfish 
socialism, the more I am gonvineed of its in- 
efficacy. We want a thorough and radical 
change of the entire man ;—new motives, and 
of a higher, holier, and more expansive order, 
The old man, selfishness, must be crucified, 
with his deeds, if ever we are to be born anew 
into the kingdom of perfect liberty. | Modern 
Association, if it sustains the seifi-h principle, 
is but a erystallized form of old society ;—with- 
out many of its glaring evils, it may be, and 
also without many of its goods. It is a sys- 
tem that insures perpetuity of wealth in the 
hands of the pre-ent holder. I think the time 
is near when the extortioner and the speculator 
will fly to these Associations as to ‘ strong 
fortresses in the mountain,’ wherein to secure 
safety and perpetuity to their ill-gotten gains. 





7&4" Bills are before Congress to establish two 
more Territories within our expanded area. One is 
the Territory of Nerraskxa, to embrace all the ter- 


.| ritory lying west of the States of Lowa and Missouri 


to the Rocky Mountains, running south to Utah and 
north to latitude 48° N. The other is the Territory 
of Wasuineron, which is to embrace all of Oregon 
lying north of the Columbia River, eastward to the 
Rocky Mountains, on the line of 46°., from the point 
where the river touches that parallel of latitude.— 
New York Tribune. 





J-8- On the evening of the 19th, (Jan.,) the new 
President of Mexico, Cevalos, finding Congress re- 
fractory, introduced a large body of soldiers into the 
Hall, and cleaved it of the members at the point of 
the bayonet. On the same evening, he issued a de- 
cree calling a National Convention, to meet at the 
Capitol on the 15th of June, to reform the Constitu- 
tion, elect a new President, and exercise Legislative 
powers. He also gave orders to the Government 
troops, to cease hostilities against the troops of 
Uraga 

The City of Mexico has finally pronounced in favor’ 
of the revolution. Two new papers have been 
started, advocating the return of Santa Anna.— 
New York Tribune. 





7 The Pope has finally decided to go to Paris, 
to crown the Emperor, according to his wish. It is 
stated that this decision was made, in opposition to 
the opinion of most cf his Cabinet and the Sacred 
College. 








Letters Received. 
H. Allen; A. L. Ranney; E. Hawley; H. B. 
French; P. P. Lord; H. N, Leet. 
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